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Highlights Data 
Central America emerges as LNG buyer 
     Three projects are aiming to bring natural gas to Central 
America, an emerging source of demand for the increasingly 
abundant fuel.  Two involve the construction of LNG regasifica-
tion terminals, one in El Salvador, the other in Panama. The 
third involves a pipeline running from Mexico and heading south 
to Guatemala and Honduras. The LNG terminals are anchored in 
contracts for power plants with the state utilities of El Salvador 
and Panama. Alejandro Alle is managing director of Energia del 
Pacifico, the locally-based company that is developing the pro-
ject in El Salvador. “Right now,” he told Platts,” we’re finalizing 
talks with a US-based generator that is interested in taking a ma-
jority stake.” Meanwhile, he added, Energia del Pacifico has 
invited tenders for LNG supplies. “We’ve got four very interest-
ing offers,” he added. Finland-based Wartsila has been contract-
ed to provide Energia del Pacifico the power plant in Acajutla, 
El Salvador. It will be the first in Central America to be fired by 
LNG-based natural gas, Wartsila says. The 378 MW installation 
will feed electricity to the national grid. Completion of the plant 
is scheduled for 2018. The value of the order is $265 million. 
AES plans natural gas plant in Panama 
     The Panama unit of US-based AES is likely to be a very close 
second to Wartsila in the race for Central America’s first LNG-
based natural gas-fuelled power plant, at 381 MW. The location 
on Telfers Island in Colon province is nearby the Gatun locks on 
the Panama Canal. The size and design of the plant and its asso-
ciated facilities will be very similar to those of the AES power 
plant at Boca Chica in the Dominican Republic. AES currently 
has five power plants with capacity of 705 MW, amounting to 
43% of Panama’s current generation of 1,612 MW, of which 
hydro accounts for about half. 
Officials consider Mexico-Guatemala pipeline 
     Meanwhile, the presidents of Mexico and Guatemala agreed 
last year, at least in principle, to build a 600-kilometer pipeline 
to bring Mexican natural gas to Guatemala and build a 300 MW 
natural gas-fired power plant there. The whole project would 
require an investment of $1 billion, much of it from the private 
sector, officials said. Early this year, Honduras joined the pro-
ject, and several talks have been held involving officials of all 
three countries. The scheme was proposed during the 2004-2006 
mandate of former Mexican president, Vicente Fox. It was 
scrapped because Mexico had no exportable gas available. That 
may change as billions of dollars are being invested to bring US 
gas to Mexico. However, says David Shields, editor of the Ener-
gia a Debate magazine, the gas produced in southern Mexico by 
Pemex is of very low quality because the state company does not 
clean it of nitrogen.  “The pipeline from the southern state of 
Chiapas to Central America would need more production of gas 
and of better quality,” Shields told Platts. “At the moment it’s 
mission impossible.” 
Source:  Platts Gas Daily 

• January 2015 Natural Gas Futures Contract (as of December 
11), NYMEX at Henry Hub closed at $1.990 per million 
British thermal units (MMBtu) 

• January 2016 Light, Sweet Crude Oil Futures Contract WTI 
(as of December 11), closed at $35.62 per U.S. oil barrel 
(Bbl.) or approximately $6.14 per MMBtu 
 

Last week: Texas warmer than normal last week 
For the week beginning 12/6/15 and ending 12/12/15, heating 
degree days (HDDs) were lower than normal (warmer) on 
average for the week and for the year to date for most Texas cities 
shown.   
Source:  www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

    
-999 = Normal Less Than 100 or Ratio Incalculable 

 

Last week:  U.S. natural gas storage at 3,880 Bcf 
For the week ending 12/04/2015 working gas in storage decreased 
from 3,956 Bcf to 3,880 Bcf.  This represents a decrease of 76 
Bcf from the previous week.  Stocks were 47 Bcf higher than last 
year at this time and 65 Bcf above the 5 year average of 3,709 
Bcf.       Source: http://ir.eia.gov/ngs/ngs.html 

 
Lower 48 states, underground storage, units in billion cubic feet (Bcf) 

City or 
Region

Total 
HDD for 

week 
ending 

12/12/15

*Week 
HDD + / - 

from 
normal

Year-to-
date total 

HDD

* YTD %  
+/- from 
normal

Amarillo 96 -94 861 -29%
 Austin 45 -39 296 -21%
DFW 44 -76 343 -39%

El Paso 85 -51 503 -29%
Houston 28 -48 201 -43%

SAT 23 -58 208 -43%
Texas** 45 -53 341 -30%
U.S.** 112 -62 939 -23%

HEATING DEGREE DAYS (HDD)

Region
Week 

ending 
12/04/15

Prior 
week

O ne-
week 

change

Current Δ 
from 5-YR 

Average 
(%)

East        910       919 -9 2.7%
Midwest     1,083    1,109 -26 5.5%

Mountain        203       211 -8 -1.0%
Pacific        361       375 -14 5.2%
South 

Central
    1,323    1,342 -19 11.8%

Lower 48 
Total

    3,880    3,956 -76 6.5%

U.S. WORKING GAS IN STORAGE

 
* A minus (-) 
value is warmer 
than normal; a 
plus (+) value is 
cooler than 
normal. NOAA 
uses 65° 
Fahrenheit as 
the ‘normal’ 
basis from 
which HDDs 
are calculated. 
** State and 
U.S. degree 
days are 
population-
weighted by 
NOAA. 

Available at: http://www.rrc.texas.gov/gas-services/publications-statistics/natural-gas-trends/ Kari French, Director, Oversight & Safety Division 
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Last week: U.S. gas rig count down for the week 
The gas rig count for the U.S. was down seven for the week and 
down 161 when compared to twelve months ago.  The total rig 
count for the U.S. was down 28 compared to last week and down 
1184 when compared to twelve months ago. The total rig count 
includes both oil and natural gas rotary rigs. 
Source: Baker Hughes 

       
  
This week:  U.S. energy below average this week 
U.S. energy use is predicted to be below average this week, 
according to the Dominion Energy Index, as shown below. 
Dominion forecasts total U.S. residential energy usage, a 
component of which is natural gas.   
Source:  Dominion Energy Index 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

As of 
12/11/2015

+/- prior 
week 

Year ago +/- year 
ago

Texas 324 -9 872 -548
U.S. gas 185 -7 346 -161
U.S. oil 524 -21 1546 -1022

U.S. total 709 -28 1893 -1184
Canada 174 -3 431 -257

BAKER HUGHES ROTARY RIG COUNT

This Week
+/- Last 

Week
+/- Last 

Year
12-Month 
Strip Avg.

US January futures
NYMEX $1.990 -$0.196 -$1.738 $2.664

 

 

NATURAL GAS PRICE SUMMARY AS OF 12/11/2015
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