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Highlights Data
 

• CenterPoint Energy Services, Inc. (CES) and Nordic 
Energy Services LLC have completed a transaction to 
transfer to CES Nordic’s commercial natural gas ac-
counts in Indiana. CES is CenterPoint Energy’s non-
regulated natural gas marketing group. According to Eric 
Sullivan, CES vice president, "The acquisition of Nordic 
Energy's commercial accounts substantially increases our 
presence in Indiana and is an important part of our 
overall growth strategy using targeted acquisitions." 

• The EIA published a Federal Register (FR) notice on Janu-
ary 15, in which it is requesting comments on the “Natu-
ral Gas Processing Plant Survey,” Form EIA-757. The 
purposes of the survey are to collect information and to 
produce reports about the operational status of process-
ing plants in the United States, to improve public under-
standing of their production capacities and operating 
levels, and to monitor constraints resulting from natural 
gas supply emergencies. Form EIA-757 consists of two 
parts. Schedule A, “Baseline Report,” will be used to col-
lect baseline information as frequently as every 3 years. 
The information will be used for periodic reports and to 
develop the survey frame for Schedule B, “Emergency 
Status Report,” which will collect information about op-
erating levels, damage, and recovery of operations in the 
event of a supply emergency. 

• Rockies Express Pipeline LLC announced that interim 
service with capacity of about 1.4 Bcf per day began Sat-
urday, Jan. 12, on approximately 500 miles of Rockies 
Express-West (REX-West) from the Cheyenne Hub in 
Weld County, Colo., to the ANR delivery point in 
Brown County, Kan. This section also includes delivery 
points to Kinder Morgan Interstate Gas Transmission, 
Northern Natural Gas Company, and Natural Gas Pipe-
line Company of America. The remaining 213-mile sec-
tion of REX-West will continue eastward to Audrain 
County, Mo., and is expected to be in service in early 
February at which time capacity will increase to about 
1.5 Bcf per day. REX-West is a 713 mile, 42-inch diame-
ter pipeline with deliveries available on the pipeline sys-
tem to interconnects with Kinder Morgan Interstate Gas 
Transmission, Northern Natural Gas Company, Natural 
Gas Pipeline Company of America, ANR and Panhandle 
Eastern Pipeline Company. Rockies Express Pipeline 
LLC is a joint venture of Kinder Morgan Energy Part-
ners, L.P., Sempra Pipelines and Storage, a unit of Sem-
pra Energy, and ConocoPhillips. 

 
• February Natural Gas Futures Contracts  

(Jan 18) NYMEX at Henry Hub closed at $7.993. 
 

• February Light, Sweet Crude Oil Contracts  
(Jan 18) NYMEX at Cushing closed at $90.57 per Bbl. or 
approximately $14.42 per MMBtu. 
 

Heating-Degree Days 

Texans experienced cooler than normal weather for the week end-
ing January 19.  For the heating season (01/01/07 to present), 
heating degree-days in Texas are 13 percent below normal. 
Overall, the U.S. experienced warmer than normal weather for the 
week. (Source: NOAA) 

Table 1:  Heating Degree-Days (CDD) Week 01/19/08. 
 

City or 
Region 

Week 
Total 
HDD

Week, HDD 
+/- from 
Normal * 

Year-to-
date Total 

HDD

YTD, % 
+/- from 
Normal *

Amarillo 242 +32 2001 -14
Austin 158 +47 1004 +6
DFW 153 +5 1013 -24
El Paso 173 +27 1291 -14
Houston 109 +11 656 -24
San Ant. 135 +30 740 -19
Texas** 147 +24 979 -13
U.S.** 207 -2 2065 -10

* A + value = cooler than normal; a - value = warmer than normal. 
** State and U.S. degree-days are population-weighted. 
 

U.S. Gas Storage Level Decreases by 59 Bcf 

Working gas in underground storage was 2,691 Bcf, a decrease of 
59 Bcf from the prior week, for the week ending January 11.  A 
year ago, estimated U.S. gas storage was 2,949 Bcf.  The prior five-
year average for this week is 2,523 Bcf. Working gas in storage in 
the producing region, which includes Texas, was 858 Bcf, com-
pared to the five-year average of 749 Bcf.  In the east region gas 
storage was 1,482 Bcf, compared to the five-year average of 1,441 
Bcf.  In the west region storage was 351 Bcf, compared to the five-
year average of 333 Bcf.  (Source: Energy Information Administration.) 
 

Table 2:  U. S. Working Gas in Storage (Bcf) Week 01/11/07.   
 This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Change Current Δ 

from 5-Year 
Avg. (%) 

East Region 1482 1511 -29 +2.8 

West Region 351 375 -24 +5.4 

Producing 
Region 

 
858 

 
864 

 
-6 

 
+14.6 

Lower 48 
Total 

 
2691 

 
2750 

 
-59 

 
+6.7 

 



 
T012208b  

January 22, 2008     m o r e  N a t u r a l  G a s  T r e n d s

U. S. Gas Rig Count at 1401 
The U.S. gas rig count decreased by 8 this week to 1408 
down from 1466 gas rigs a year ago.  The U.S. total rig 
count decreased by 12 to 1732 down from 1745 rigs a year 
ago. 

Baker Hughes Rotary Rig Count (01/18/08) 
 This  

Week 
+/- Last 

Week 
Year 
 Ago 

+/- Year 
Ago

U.S. 1732 -12 1745 -13
Gas 1401 -8 1466 -65
Oil 323 -4 275 +48

Texas 854 -5 808 +46
North 

America 
 

2292 
 

+33 
 

2351 
 

-59
 

 
Dominion Energy Use Forecast  
Above normal energy use early and below normal use later 
in the week is forecast for the U.S., according to the 
Dominion Energy Index.  The energy index forecasts total 
U.S. residential energy usage, a component of which is 
natural gas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gas Price Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYMEX Henry Hub Futures Prices

4.50

5.50

6.50

7.50

8.50

9.50

10.50

11.50

12.50

13.50

Jan Feb M ar Apr M ay June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2005
2006
2007
Strip

7.85

7.90

7.95

8.00

8.05

8.10

8.15

8.20

8.25

8.30

8.35

8.40

Feb

Mar

Apr

NYMEX NG Price Movement  1/7 - 1/11

TueMon Wed Thu Fri

U.S. Energy Use Forecast

12.3%

21.6%

7.9%

-16.9%

19.1%

-1.7%

-20%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%
Jan 22 Jan 23 Jan 24 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27

 
This Week 

+/- Last 
Week

+/- Last 
Year 

12-Month 
Strip Avg.

U.S (February Futures) 
NYMEX $7.993 -$0.217 $1.316 $8.246 

1/18/2008 




