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OIL AND GAS DIVISION 

October 19, 2021 

Mr. Bradley Blanton 
SOTE, LLC  
529 Oliver Road  
Victoria, TX 77904 

RE: Certificate of Completion with Restrictions 
23.42-Acres of Undeveloped Land (Site)   
Rockport, Aransas County, Texas  
Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) No. 04-20001 

Dear Mr. Blanton: 

Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) VCP staff is pleased to enclose a Certificate of Completion 
(COC) with restrictions for the 23.42-acre tract (Site), located at 3361 Loop 1781 in Rockport, 
Aransas County, Texas. The Site is more specifically located at latitude 28.078265 and longitude 
-97.082335 (WGS 84). The following reports were reviewed for the Site prior to the issuance of
this Certificate:

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Approximately 23.42-Acres Undeveloped Land, 3361 
Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated June 19, 2019; 

Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Report, Approximately 23.42-Acres Undeveloped Land, 
3361 Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated July 10, 2019; 

Additional Subsurface Environmental Assessment, Approximately 23.42-Acres Undeveloped 
Land, 3361 Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated September 20, 2019; 

Additional Groundwater Assessment, Approximately 23.42-Acres Undeveloped Land, 3361 Loop 
1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated December 30, 2019; 

Drinking Water and Sensitive Receptor Survey, 23.42-Acres Undeveloped Land, 3361 Loop 1781, 
Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated January 2020; 

Response Action Completion Report, RRC VCP No. 04-20001, Approximately 23.42-Acres 
Undeveloped Land, 3361 Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated March 12, 
2020; 

Response To Comments, dated June 1, 2020; 
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Groundwater Monitoring and Land Treatment Area Assessment Sampling Report, Approximately 
23.42-Acres Undeveloped Land, 3361 Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated 
July 2, 2020; 

Groundwater Monitoring, Well Location Survey and Sampling Report, Approximately 23.42-Acres 
Undeveloped Land, 3361 Loop 1781, Rockport, Aransas County, Texas 78382, dated October 28, 
2020; 

History of Site 
The site consists of 23-acres of undeveloped land that was historically used for oil and gas 
exploration and production activities. The site is adjacent to a Salt Lake and Copano Bay. Based 
on aerial photographs and available records for the property, the Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) identified two plugged oil/gas wells on the property, three former drilling mud 
pits, and at least four former tank batteries within the historical well pad location. 

Soil and Groundwater Assessment 
In June 2019, two shallow (0-5 feet below ground surface (bgs)) soil borings and two deep (0-20 
feet bgs) soil borings were installed on-Site in the areas of identified recognized environmental 
conditions. The two deeper borings were converted to temporary monitor wells. The two shallow 
soil borings were installed within the western most mud pits. One temporary well was installed in 
the eastern most mud pit and the second temporary monitor well was installed between the 
footprint of the historical tank batteries. A total of four soil samples were collected at the site, one 
from each boring based on the highest photoionization detection (PID) reading. Soil samples were 
analyzed for total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes 
(BTEX), metals, and chlorides. The soil sample with the highest TPH concentration was analyzed 
for polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). TPH was in excess of the Tier 1 residential protective 
concentration level (PCL) in three samples (SS-1 from 4-5 feet, SS-2 from 4-5 feet, and TMW-1 
from 10-12.5 feet). Chlorides were in excess of the RRC’s recommended cleanup level of 3,000 
milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) in one soil sample, SS-2 (4-5 feet). Groundwater samples 
collected from the temporary monitor wells were analyzed for TPH, BTEX, chlorides, and metals. 
The sample with the highest TPH concentration was analyzed for PAHs. Arsenic, barium, TPH, 
and benzene were in excess of the Tier 1 residential groundwater ingestion PCLs in temporary 
monitor well TMW-1. Chlorides were in excess of the Texas Secondary Drinking Standard of 300 
milligrams per liter (mg/L) in both temporary wells.  

Based on the results of the June 2019 investigation, an additional twelve soil borings were installed 
at the site, three of which were converted to temporary monitor wells in August 2019. Borings 
were emplaced around the previously installed soil borings in order to laterally delineate 
contamination noted in those samples. Borings were installed to a total depth between 15 and 20 
feet bgs. One soil sample was collected from each boring and analyzed for TPH, BTEX, and 
chlorides. The sample with the highest TPH concentration was analyzed for PAHs. TPH was in 
excess of the Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCL in five samples with concentrations 
ranging from 227 mg/kg to 1,940 mg/kg. Chlorides were in excess of the RRC’s recommended 
cleanup level in four samples with concentrations ranging from 3,090 mg/kg to 3,730 mg/kg. 
Groundwater samples collected from the temporary monitor wells were analyzed for TPH, BTEX, 
chlorides, and metals. Similar to the results of the June 2019 investigation, TPH, benzene, arsenic, 
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and barium were above the Tier 1 residential groundwater ingestion PCLs in one sample (TMW-
1 N). Chlorides were in excess of the Texas Secondary Drinking Standard in all three wells with 
concentrations ranging from 12,000 mg/L to 28,200 mg/L.  

In November 2019, three permanent monitor wells were installed at the Site to confirm 
groundwater contamination noted in the previous investigations. One soil sample and one 
groundwater sample was collected from the monitor wells. Analytical results from the soil samples 
indicated that TPH was in excess of the Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCL in monitor 
wells MW-1 and MW-2, benzene was in excess of the Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCL 
in MW-1, and chloride was in excess of RRC’s recommended cleanup level in MW-3. 
Groundwater analytical results indicated that TPH, arsenic, and chlorides were in excess of the 
Tier 1 residential groundwater ingestion PCLs in all three monitor wells. Additionally, benzene 
and barium were below the Tier 1 residential groundwater ingestion PCL in two monitor wells 
(MW-1 and MW-2).  

Remedial work was performed in February 2020 at the Site to address soil and groundwater 
contamination found in the above-mentioned Reports. Approximately 6,200 cubic yards of 
impacted soils were excavated and placed in a land treatment area (LTA) to be mixed and tilled 
with clean soils. Additionally, bioremediation of the soils was conducted using an application of 
water and a 5% concentration of Evo Blend (a mixture of surfactants and nutrients). Eighteen soil 
confirmation samples were collected in the excavated area from the sidewalls and bottom. Thirteen 
soil confirmation samples were collected from the LTA prior to using the treated soils to backfill 
the excavated area. Confirmation samples indicated that nine sidewall samples and one bottom 
sample from the excavation area, as well as 10 samples from the LTA were in excess of the Tier 
1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCL for TPH. However, a site-specific TPH mixture PCL was 
calculated, and all confirmation soil samples were below the calculated PCL. Additionally, three 
bottom samples were in excess of the RRC’s recommended cleanup level for chlorides. 
Groundwater was also sampled in February 2020. One sample was analyzed for total dissolved 
solids, with a resulting concentration of 48,500 mg/L. Based on this result, as well as elevated 
chloride concentrations in groundwater, proximity to Aransas Bay and Copano Bay, and the 
assumption that groundwater is thought to be in connection to nearby saltwater bodies (Salt Lake 
and Copano Bay), groundwater is thought to be Class III. Analytical results for other constituents 
indicated no exceedances above the Class III groundwater ingestion PCLs, including the site-
specific TPH mixture PCL for Class III groundwater.  

At the request of the RRC, efforts to locate and assess soils around the on-Site plugged and 
abandoned oil/gas wells was conducted In September and October 2020. A magnetometer survey 
was used to identify the locations of the plugged wells. A backhoe was used to uncover soils above 
the suspected well locations and confirm the wells were property plugged and abandoned. A total 
of five soil borings were then installed around the confirmed locations of the plugged wells. One 
soil sample was collected from each boring based on the highest PID reading and analyzed for 
TPH and BTEX. TPH was detected in all five soil borings, but below the Class III soil-to-
groundwater PCLs. One soil boring was converted to a temporary monitor well and analytical 
results from the collected groundwater sample showed a concentration of TPH below the Class III 
ingestion PCL. BTEX was not detected in the groundwater sample collected from the temporary 
well.  
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A total of four groundwater sampling events were conducted at the site between November 2019 
and September 2020. Results of all four sampling events showed elevated concentrations of 
arsenic, barium, TPH, benzene, and chlorides. However, all concentrations were below the Class 
III groundwater ingestion PCLs and were either stable or decreasing. Because TPH and BTEX are 
not naturally occurring constituents in groundwater, the applicant and the RRC agreed that the 
placement of a restrictive covenant would be an appropriate way to ensure that all future users of 
the property were aware of these constituents’ presence in groundwater.  

Restrictive Covenant 
A restrictive covenant, limiting groundwater use at the Site, was filed with the Aransas County 
Clerk’s Office on March 10, 2021 to ensure that all future users of the property were aware of its 
condition. The document was assigned the file number 381169 and has the following restrictions: 

1. The investigation, assessment and remediation reports identified impacted groundwater at
a depth of approximately 16 feet below ground surface (bgs). Penetration of the impacted
soil and groundwater beneath the Affected Property for any purpose shall only be
conducted in such a manner as to prevent the migration or release of contaminants to any
other zone or environmental media and to prevent uncontrolled exposure to human and
ecological receptors.

2. Use or consumption of groundwater beneath the Affected Property ranging from 0- 100
feet bgs, shall be prohibited except for monitoring and remediation purposes.

3. Any water wells completed on the Affected Property must be installed by a Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)-licensed water well driller in accordance
with applicable rules. Installed wells shall not be screened/perforated from the surface to
100 feet bgs unless for authorized monitoring purposes and the collection of samples for
analysis.

4. These restrictions shall be a covenant running with the land.

On behalf of the staff of the RRC Site Remediation Section, I would like to thank you for your 
participation in the VCP. Should you have questions regarding this letter, you may contact me at 
512-463-3384 or leslie.bruce@rrc.texas.gov.

Sincerely, 

Leslie Bruce Etzel  

CC:  Mr. John Houge, CRG Texas Environmental Services (via email) 

Enclosed: VCP Final Certificate of Completion 
Property Metes and Bounds Description and Plat Map 
Restrictive Covenant 381169 

mailto:leslie.bruce@rrc.texas.gov
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EXHIBIT "B" 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLETION OF RESPONSE ACTION 

I, Bradley Blanton, representing SOTE LLC, have completed the necessary response actions, 

pursuant to Chapter 91 , Subchapter 0 , Texas Natural Resource Code, at the approximately 

23.462-Acre tract of land described in Exhibit "A" (Site) of this certificate pertaining to 

Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) No. 04-20001 located in Aransas County, Texas. The 

applicant has submitted and received approval from the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) 

on all plans and reports required by the Voluntary Cleanup Agreement. The plans and reports 

were prepared using a prudent degree of inquiry of the Site consistent with accepted industry 

standards to identify all contaminants, waste and contaminated media of regulatory concern. The 
response actions for the site have achieved response action levels as determined by the standards 
of the RRC and remain protective as long as the following controls are maintained: 

1. The investigation, assessment and remediation reports identified impacted 
groundwater at a depth of approximately 16 feet below ground surface (bgs ). 
Penetration of the impacted soil and groundwater beneath the Affected Property 
for any purpose shall only be conducted in such a manner as to prevent the 

migration or release of contaminants to any other zone or environmental media and 
to prevent uncontrolled exposure to human and ecological receptors. 

2. Use or consumption of groundwater beneath the Affected Property ranging from 

0-100 feet bgs, shall be prohibited except for monitoring and remediation purposes. 

3. Any water wells completed on the Affected Property must be installed by a Texas 

Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)-licensed water well driller in 
accordance with applicable rules. Installed wells shall not be screened/perforated 

from the surface to 100 feet bgs unless for authorized monitoring purposes and the 
collection of samples for analysis. 

4. These restrictions shall be a covenant running with the land. 

These restrictions were filed in the Aransas County Clerk' s office on March 10, 2021 under 

Document No. 381169 (Attachment 1). The response actions eliminate substantial present or 

future risk to public health and safety and to the environment from releases and threatened 
releases of contaminants at or from the Site. The Applicant has not acquired this certificate of 
completion by fraud , misrepresentation, or knowing failure to disclose material information. 

Further information concerning the response actions at this Site may be found in the final report 

at the central office of the RRC filed under VCP No. 04-20001. 



The preceding is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

ST A TE OF TEXAS 

coUNTY oF l// cft1c/ c__ 

+--__,__,,,'-'-'-'1,......."+------'" ........ _._---'--1-~--------------- ' known to me to be the person 
and agent o said commission whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and he 

acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purposes and in the capacity therein 

expressed. 

GIVE UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, this ?}.)day of )Rp/ 2021. 

Notary Public in and for the State or'fe y:IJs 



ATTACHMENT 1 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

Institutional Control Document No. 
381169 
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